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I ts biggest flaw is the rea-son the Sawmill Branch Trail in Summerville was built. It runs along utility rights of way.The popular, woodsy walk-bike recreation trail runs six miles along the town’s biggest drain-age canal, under power lines and over gas and sewer lines. Because those rights of way existed, and because former Town Planner Joe Christie sought out grant after grant to get the clearing and paving work done, the trail was built at little expense to the swarm of taxpayers who use it today.
So perhaps there’s not much to be said when the Summer-ville Commissioners of Public Works asks to close down one of the most popular segments for a month. CPW plans to rope off much of the section running between Carolina Avenue and Luden Drive during December so it can do a bypass operation. Sewer bypass, that is.A huge concrete pipe running under the trail there is starting to come apart; CPW needs to install a liner. To do that, the flow has to 

be diverted from one manhole to another by running a line on the surface along the trail.“We’d rather keep the public away from what we’re doing because we’re bypassing raw sew-age,” said Charlie Cuzzell, CPW manager.
Bypassing is the way the trail has gone since it first was con-ceived in the 1990s. No sooner than its first two segments were laid, traffic-snarled Carolina Avenue between those segments became a gantlet for walkers, 

cyclers pushing bikes and moms looking both ways as they led children or pushed strollers.In 2001, the town built a pedestrian tunnel under the road. A second pedestrian tun-nel runs under Bacons Bridge Road farther down. A few years back, the segment running to Bacons Bridge was torn apart for Dorchester County sewer line repairs, then restored. The seg-ment below the road recently saw utility work.
It hasn’t slowed anyone down. 

The trail has become a signature feature in Summerville, nearly rivaling storied Azalea Park. Spur trails continue to expand it. Long-range plans call for the trail to run the entire length of the ca-nal within the town limits from Interstate Highway 26 to a new park alongside the Jessen Boat Landing on the Ashley River.Conceptual plans show a bridge across the river itself to connect with a scenic trail that would run down Ashley River Road all the way to Charleston.Meanwhile, that sewer line has to be plugged. CPW is working with town officials to do the work with the least amount of interruption possible. The sewer work will continue past Luden Drive, but that won’t affect the trail, which crosses the river to the other bank at that road.“They’re going to try to avoid closing the trail, but they do need to put that line down,” said Russ Cornette, town engineer.And anytime you divert sew-age, a little, er, aroma is possible. But “there shouldn’t be any con-centrated odor,” Cuzzell said.
Reach Bo Petersen at 937-5744 or bpetersen@postandcourier.com.
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Recalling 
ups, downs 
of fasting
BY EDWARD M. GILBRETH

A few years ago, I mentioned that I had begun an annual pseudo-Lenten period of fasting and atonement. My restrictions include all alcohol (including Sundays) and proper dieting, with more workouts and emphasis on “wellness” — whatever that is.Of course, it’s an absolutely mis-erable experience, or at least starts out that way. One year, I even tried throwing complete caffeine avoidance into the mix, but was so overcome by fatigue and ner-vous madness that I nearly had a seizure. So I broke down and allowed myself one cup of coffee daily (as opposed to the usual two) and otherwise wore the woolen shirt with resolve as the days ticked away, while realizing that a watched pot never boils.At first, the pseudo-Lenten exercise was truly Lenten, as indi-cated on the calendar during the Easter season. But I tired of all the hunkered-down self-discipline as springtime was bursting forth and reconsidered my options. It seemed that the best time (for me, anyway) to engage in such activity would be during the first 40 (or more) days of the year, after the debaucherous holiday and social seasons had run their course Too many people by then have eaten too much, stayed up too late, imbibed more than they should, spent too much and exer-cised too little (time on the dance floor notwithstanding) and are so worn down by holiday cheer that they truly do need a rehab experience of some sort. So why not the start of the new year?I happened to observe people at a social gathering recently and noted how well and healthy everybody looked — reasonably fit, happily anticipating the weeks ahead, bright-eyed and spunky. They won’t look like that come New Year’s Day.And, yes, it may not be entirely pleasant breaking into a new rou-tine at the start of the year, but af-ter a few days, one actually gains a sense of momentum as the body is rejuvenated. When the 40 days are over, could it actually be with a slight hint of remorse that the first glass is raised?

● ● ●

Michael Trouche forwards an in-teresting riddle. “Sullivan’s Island has 32 ‘station’ streets named for stops along the old trolley line — eight include halves; 16 are halve-nots. Can you list the numbers of either group?” No, I certainly can-not. The answer must be easy but likely obfuscated by the erstwhile holiday brain syndrome.The letter from Herbert Butler Jr. that appeared here a couple of weeks ago about McLeod Planta-tion on James Island was a hit. Many people jokingly (I think) told me in effect that they ought 

 OPINION:
LINE BY LINE

Police called about neighbors’ dispute
The Charleston County Sheriff’s Office was called Nov. 12 for an on-going dispute between neighbors.According to the report, one neighbor said that another neighbor was in the street and said something to the effect of, “You ain’t messing with no one today are you? If you are, I’m gonna have to put you back inside your fence.” The neighbor was given a case number for the re-port. There were no charges.

Taxicab passengerfaces drug charge
A taxi driver was stopped for a routine inspection by the North Charleston Police Department, but a suspicious passenger was found in-side, according to a report.An officer stopped the taxi Nov. 18 and told the driver that he would need to see his license and all his 

paperwork. While the officer looked over the paperwork, he reportedly noticed that a 59-year-old passenger in the rear of the taxi appeared ner-vous. He was breathing hard, shaking and sweating, the report states.The officer asked the passenger to step out of the car and asked if he had any weapons or drugs on him, the report says. The passenger said that he could not remember.The passenger consented to a search, and police found a white rock substance in a cigarette pack in the man’s pocket, the report says. The passenger was arrested on a charge of possession of crack co-caine base, and the driver was given a warning for unclean taxi.

Apartment building struck by gunfire
North Charleston police who re-sponded to a report of shots fired about 1:30 a.m. Nov. 21 reportedly found that an apartment building had been struck several times with gunfire. Four apartments were un-inhabitable, and water was running freely through the building because water pipes had been damaged in the shooting, a report states.Police found spent AK-47 and handgun casings on the ground out-side the building and spent AK-47 casings on the top floor of the apart-ment, according to the report.

Report: Man showsbrother’s license
The license plate of a car a Sum-merville police officer saw weaving on Bacons Bridge Road on Nov. 21 wasn’t lighted, so the officer pulled the car over, according to a report.

The officer asked the man who was driving for his license. A woman in the passenger seat said she owned the car, the report says. The driver produced a license. As the woman started to search for hers, the officer called in the driver’s information and reportedly found he was wanted by the state parole department.The officer asked the driver if he knew of any problems he might have with a criminal record and the man said no, the report says. The officer told him he was under arrest, and the man said it wasn’t his license. It turned out it was his brother’s, and the man’s license had been sus-pended. The 34-year-old man was charged with driving under suspen-sion and supplying false informa-tion to an officer, the report says.When the woman stepped from the car, she left an open beer bottle behind her, the report says. She was charged with possession of an open container, and she couldn’t produce a driver’s license, the report says. 

Her father came to bring her and the car home.

Boyfriend findsstolen mo-ped
A 23-year-old man called Sum-merville police to a parking lot the night of Nov. 22, saying he had found his girlfriend’s stolen mo-ped. It had been reported stolen earlier in the week, according to a report.The man gave police a key to the motorbike and told them what they would find in the storage compart-ment, the report says. Sure enough, it was all there. And finding the woman to give her back the mo-ped wasn’t hard. She was at work inside the business, the reports says.A deputy from the Dorchester County Sheriff’s Office, the police agency that had taken the original report, went to the business to turn the bike back over to her.

POLICE BLOTTER

PHOTOGRAPHS BY JANE KLEINE/STAFF 

Summerville Commissioners of Public Works plans to rope off much of the segment of Sawmill Branch Trail between Carolina 

Avenue and Luden Drive during December to install a sewer liner.

Bypass operation
Popular section of Summerville trail to close temporarily in December for repairs to sewer pipe

SAWMILL BRANCH

Sawmill Branch Trail was built along utility rights of way, and 
these liners at Luden Drive will be installed during December, 
closing a segment of the trail.

Please see BLOTTER, Page 2

Please see GILBRETH, Page 5
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News from Downtown, West Ashley, James Island and Folly Beach

ON THE JOB: Cindy Clark (left) and Delania Carpen-ter put updated looks on outdated furniture at Born Again Furniture in Mount Pleasant. PAGE 2 
POLICE BLOTTER: Man reportedly found asleep be-hind wheel at gas station; pedestrian reportedly tells police he’s drunk and needs to go to jail; woman driv-ing wrong way on one-way street is charged with DUI. PAGE 3

ON THE INSIDE
GASOLINE PRICE WATCH

$2.43 V-Go, Savannah Highway

$2.43 Kangaroo Express, St. Andrews Boulevard
See more of the lowest gasoline prices in the Lowcountry 
at our online Gasoline Price Watch: www.postandcourier.com/gasprices.Have you seen prices lower than these? Send an e-mail to

yournews@postandcourier.com

Your Lowcountry

JESSICA JOHNSON/STAFF

Sarah Baxley of Hollywood, a freshman at the Charleston County School of the Arts, reads three minutes of a short story at WordFest on Nov. 21 at the Barnes & Noble in 

Mount Pleasant.

WordFest
School of Arts students get the word out.
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For more information, please contact your Account Executive or our 
Advertising Department. Phone: (843) 937-5468  Fax: (843) 937-5463   134 Columbus Street • Charleston, South Carolina 29403-4800 • www.postandcourier.com

Zoned Editions

Reach. Results.

ZONE F — 
North Charleston, Summerville, 
Berkeley & Dorchester Counties 
Circulation 45,469
North Charleston, Charleston AFB, Hanahan, Moncks 
Corner, Goose Creek, Pinopolis, St. Stephen, Bonneau, 
Cross,  Pineville, Jamestown, Cordesville, Summerville, 
Ladson, Ridgeville, St. George, Harleyville, Dorchester, 
Reevesville and Walterboro

ZONE D — 
East Cooper
Circulation 19,247
Mount Pleasant, Sullivan’s Island, Isle of Palms, Awendaw, 
Huger, McClellanville, Daniel Island and Wando

ZONE B — 
Downtown, West Ashley, 
James & Johns Islands
Circulation 25,624
South of Calhoun, North of Calhoun, The Citadel, West 
Ashley, Edisto Island, Folly Beach, James Island, Johns Island, 
Seabrook Island, Wadmalaw Island, Yonges Island, Adams 
Run, Hollywood, Meggett, Ravenel

Target your message with
our zoned editions
The Post and Courier offers zoned 
editions in three geographic 
areas every Thursday. Zoned 
distribution allows you 
to focus your advertising 
message to the areas that 
bring the best return on 
investment for your business. 
Your Account Executive 
can provide detailed 
demographic information 
for each zone to help you 
make an informed decision 
on where to advertise.

East Cooper Awendaw  Daniel Island  Isle of Palms  McClellanville  Mount Pleasant  Sullivan’s Island POSTANDCOURIER.COM/EAST COOPER

ON THE JOB: Forensic consultant Jeff Parrott (left) taught Laing Middle School students a few crime-scene investigation techniques.PAGE 2

POLICE BLOTTER: Note on her car alarms woman; and police find damaged car near Patriots Point.PAGE 3 

ON THE INSIDE
GASOLINE PRICE WATCH

$2.21  Shell, 1195 Mathis Ferry Road.

$2.24 Mobil, 291 Johnnie Dodds Blvd.

See more of the lowest gasoline prices in the Lowcountry 
at our online Gasoline Price Watch: www.postandcourier.com/gasprices.Have you seen prices lower than these? Send an e-mail to

yournews@postandcourier.com

 Thursday   October   8 ,  2009 
Your Lowcountry

GRAND TOURS Daniel Island house tour to benefi t library
Page 10

N. Charleston, Berkeley, Dorchester

Downtown, West Ashley, James and Johns Islands
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Zoned Edition Advertising
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EFFECTIVE APRIL, 2010

all rates are per net column inch

Zone Color Rates
Black and white plus one color		 $250
Black and white plus two colors	 $350
Black and white plus three colors	 $550

Reach. Results.

Dollar Volume	 ROP	 Sunday /	 Frequency	 ZONE F	 ZONE B	 ZONE D	
Agreement	 Daily	 ChasScene	 Level	 North Chas/	 Downtown/	 East Cooper					   
				    Berkeley Co.,	 W. Ashley, James 				  
				    Summerville	 & Johns Islands						     		

$150,000-$199,999	  $45.91	  $51.93	  11-19	 $10.24 	  $13.27	  $6.78 	  

$125,000-$149,999	  $46.50 	  $52.70	  10	 $10.44	  $13.52 	  $6.91	   

$100,000-$124,999	  $47.10	  $53.30	  8	 $10.63	  $13.77	  $7.04 	  

$75,000-$99,999	  $47.69	  $54.01 	  8	 $10.83 	  $14.02	  $7.17 	    

$60,000-$74,999	  $47.99	  $54.37 	  8	 $11.01 	  $14.27 	  $7.29 	   

$50,000-$59,999	  $48.23	  $54.61	  7	 $11.21 	  $14.52	  $7.42 	    

$40,000-$49,999	  $48.53	  $54.97 	  7	 $11.40 	  $14.77 	  $7.55 	   

$30,000-$39,999	  $48.89	  $55.38	  6	 $11.60 	  $15.03 	  $7.67 	   

$25,000-$29,999	  $49.01 	  $55.50	  5	 $11.78 	  $15.27	  $7.80 	

$20,000-$24,999	  $49.24 	  $55.74	  5	 $11.98	  $15.52	  $7.93 	   

$15,000-$19,999	  $49.48	  $56.04	  5	 $12.17	  $15.78 	  $8.06 	  

$10,000-$14,999	  $49.66	  $56.22	  4	 $12.56	  $16.27 	  $8.32 	   

$7,500-$9,999	  $49.90	  $56.52	  4	 $13.53	  $17.53 	  $8.96 	   

$5,000-$7,499	  $50.38	  $57.05 	  2	 $15.46 	  $20.03 	  $10.24 	  

$2,500-$4,999	  $57.23	  $64.89	  2	 $16.43 	  $21.28	  $10.88 	  

OPEN	  $71.06	  $78.22	  open	 $19.33 	  $25.04 	  $12.79 	

National  /  Regional Zoned Rates 		  —	 $22.74	 $28.88	 $15.05


